
Bandol  takes i ts  name from the port  f rom which 
the produce of  the surrounding v ineyards has 
been shipped for  the last  200 years .  Unt i l  the 

harbour at  Bandol  was bui l t ,  i t  i s  sa id that  
barre ls  of  wine were thrown into the sea to be 

taken on board by ships anchored o� the coast .  
Any prosper i ty  vanished with the arr iva l  of  

phyl loxera ,  which v irtual ly  destroyed the 
v ineyards here.  Few had the heart  to replant  and 
those that  d id most ly  chose hybr ids .  Although i t  
was one of  the ear l ier  appel lat ions –  dat ing from 
1941  -  Bandol  had to wait  unt i l  the middle of  the 

twent ieth century for  i ts  renaissance.
 

The appel lat ion covers  the e ight  communes,  with 
the area under v ine tota l l ing some 1 ,300 

hectares ,  a  considerable increase from the 100 
hectares remaining in  1941 .  At  that  t ime,  
Mourvèdre needed only to account for  a  

minimum of  10 percent  for  red wines but ,  s ince 
1986,  fifty per  cent  is  the absolute minimum and 

the better  wines contain much more.
 

Indisputably i t  is  Mourvèdre that  g ives the red 
Bandol  i ts  character.  Indeed,  i t  is  the only French 
appel lat ion where i t  is  the lead var iety.  Here,  the 

grape shows i ts  true qual i ty  and potent ia l ,  
unmatched anywhere e lse.  I t  is  sa id that  

Mourvèdre l ikes to see the sea,  for  i t  enjoys the 
sea breezes;  but  i t  a lso demands hot  Provencal  

sunshine and l ikes c lay soi l .  The soi l  i s  very poor.  
A mixture of  c lay,  gravel  and l imestone,  a l though 

proport ions vary considerably with in the area.  
The region is  a lso known to geologists  for  the 

Renversement du Beausset ,  a  format ion in  which 
the geological  layers  have somersaulted,  so that  

the older  rocks l ie  above the later  ones .  
 

The use of  mechanical  harvest ing is  impract ica l  
due to the sty le  of  terracing used on the h i l ls ides 

and is  prohibited by the appel lat ion ru les .
 

Red Bandol  accounts for  a lmost  70% of  the 
product ion,  Mourvèdre and Car ignan being the 

two grapes used in  th is  wine.
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