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Syrah is a recent arrival within the region, both plantings and
production remain extremely limited. The high altitude
combined with the volcanic soils give a particular profile to this
distinctive barrel-aged red wine. Full-bodied and spicy, it
displays the same complex flavours one expects to find from its
more celebrated neighbours further to the east.

The Auvergne is the largest volcanic area in Europe and, in
parts, resembles a lunar landscape. Dominated by a range of
dormant volcanoes that were last active some 7,500 years
ago, the Chaine-des-Puys is a vertical line of well-defined peaks
which form a geological vertebrae. The most famous of these is
the Puy-de-Déme which, at 1,465metres, is the highest in the
chain. Whilst this volcanic skyline rarely tops 1,000 metres, it
helps provide an effective barrier to the westerly weather
patterns that would otherwise determine the region’s climate.
The vineyards are located on the eastern edge of the chain.
Stretching intermittently for some 80 kilometres, they straddle
the 45th Parallel, sharing the same latitude as the Northern
Rhéne and Bordeaux - although at a much higher elevation.
Whilst plantings might have contracted severely since the boom
years of the late 1800s, the vines that remain are at least
orienfated on the better south-east facing slopes.
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